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level education in the Republic of Ireland 

This project was designed to explore experiences of international Muslim students (IMS) in 

an Irish university with the research question “What are the experiences of international 

Muslim students in an Irish university?”. It employed a grounded theory method within a 

qualitative research framework, and used interviews in order to collect data. It identified 

identity, environment and contact as main pillars of the students’ experiences. It is useful to 

identify these three main pillars of IMS experiences as sojourners in Irish education since they 

have the potential to inform on the design of future research. The study additionally focused 

on identifying the barriers and factors that facilitate IMS’ cross-cultural adjustment and 

communication in the host institution and the host culture; whether religion has an impact 

on this process, and how internationalisation in Dublin City University is perceived by the IMS. 

Among the barriers, perceived cultural distance is evidently the most significant, and among 

the facilitators, Ireland being a welcoming host as well as the host institution’s commitment 

to accommodation of diversity emerge as the most significant factors. Despite the fact that 

Ireland emerges as a non-racist host context from the perspective of IMS, negative 

conceptions regarding Muslims exist in the society.  

The notion of Ummah, which is conceptualised as a transnational Muslim community 

(Mandaville 2001, Archer 2009), is explored on campus, and how this notion unfolded in IMS’ 

practices and values as sojourners in the Irish host country context. The study critiques and 

offers evidence to refute the categorisation of Muslims as a homogenous group. It identifies 

differences in practices and values among Muslims based on their country of origin and family 

as opposed to diluting it to an idea of national cultures (Hofstede 2005), and proposes being 

Muslim entails diversification within the community and is prone to different interpretations.  

The study makes a significant contribution to the existing debate on internationalisation of 

higher education, accommodation of diversity on campus, particularly regarding religious 

pluralism, and examination of intercultural experiences of Muslim sojourners. It contributes 

to the literature and debate on internationalisation of higher education Ireland by identifying 

drawbacks of a multicultural campus. It foregrounds the role of the praying facility on campus 

to facilitate IMS’ transition, socialisation and well-being. The study additionally highlights the 

role of curriculum as a powerful tool to encourage intercultural communication among 

different cohort of students on a multi-cultural campus. It concludes that religious pluralism 

cannot be neglected within examination of diversity and while recruiting international 

students since religion finds strong resonance in how Muslim students define themselves and 

culture. Therefore, side-lining religion in accommodation of diversity on campus might 

consequently lead to a lack of recognition and inclusion. This being said, a multi-cultural 



 
campus might impede development of intercultural relations by offering segregated spaces 

on campus. In a cross-university research, the focus should be placed on the role of Islamic 

societies, praying facilities as well as identifying the differences and to what extent these 

differences impact students’ experiences. It is also suggested that PhD & research students’ 

as well as Irish national and non-Irish national Muslim students’ experiences are taken into 

consideration in future research. 
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